
Planned Parish Projects 

The Saint John Paul II master plan envisions the 16.5-acre site developed around a 
highly visible central parish courtyard. As the organizing site element and the heart 
of the Catholic campus, this pedestrian plaza will serve as the front lawn and 
unifying element for the site’s two primary buildings: the church and school. It is 
envisioned to function both as a vibrant space for formal gatherings and events and 
also as a quiet, contemplative space to relax and take in this beautiful Catholic 
campus. 

The central parish lawn and surrounding buildings are organized along an axis, 
running diagonally across the site from the southwest to the northeast property 
edges. The axis, set at a fifteen-degree angle against the primary roads and property 
lines, serves to increase the available length of the site, while placing the church (the 
most important and dominant of the site’s programs) at the highest site elevation, 
making it highly visible from both Ridgeview Road and 167th Street. The diagonal 
axis is also a historic reference to the Basilica in Wadowice, Poland, birthplace of 
Pope John Paul II, a subtle reminder of our Catholic heritage and to the namesake of 
the parish. The overall effect of placing the church along the rotated axis against the 
surrounding grid of roads and the adjacent neighborhood is that it speaks to the 
importance of the structure and greatly elevates the parish worship space and altar. 

From the strong axial composition of the primary programs around the parish 
commons, the remaining programs (parish office, parish hall, rectory, parking, 
recreation path, etc.) wrap fluidly around the rest of the parish lawn with soft, flowing 
lines. The secondary elements’ fluid geometry contrasts with the primary elements’ 
rigid, axial arrangement. Together, they form a unified whole that is uniquely related 
to the Catholic tradition and the specific constraints of the site, therefore creating a 
strong identity and experience for the Saint John Paul II Catholic Parish. 

The corner site allows vehicular access to both Ridgeview Road (west) and to 167th 
Street (south). Parking is distributed across four different lots, allowing convenient 
access to all of the site’s major programs while minimizing the negative effect of 
having a single, large parking lot. 

A landscape buffer of dense trees and shrubs wraps around the north and east 
property lines, giving privacy to the adjacent single-family neighborhood and 
creating a soft, natural edge to the campus. 

At the southwest corner of the site, where the city plans to widen both Ridgeview 
Road and 167th Street, the existing creek and tree outcropping are re-imagined and 
developed into a park-like setting of trees and foliage that the school and 
playground spaces are nestled against. 

A 1/2-mile recreation path wraps the entire site, creating easy pedestrian 
connections to all of the site’s amenities and to the specifically Catholic features 
such as the grotto, rosary walk, and site sculptures. The path and surrounding 



landscaping encourage an active, healthy lifestyle while projecting the welcoming 
spirit that is at the core of the Saint John Paul II Parish identity. 


